
The Portrait
Sitters for portraits appear as people auditioning for parts 
in their own lives. Max Kozloff

1. What do I look like? A portrait must resemble 
(at least) the person in the picture. You must be able 
to recognize them.... You superficially (by outward 
appearance) know someone in a portrait.

2. What am I like? You hope to get some sense of a 
person’s character and personality through viewing 
a portrait. Move beyond surfaces and appearances. 
Stereotypes may be useful, but beware caricature. 

3. Who am I? Where is one’s place in society, culture? 
What does one do? What is one’s occupation? What is 
the role of one’s gender and race? pa
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The Portrait
The portrait is one of the most curious art forms. It 
demands special qualities in the artist, and an almost total 
kinship with the model. Henri Matisse

I never paint a portrait from a photograph, because a 
photograph doesn’t give enough information about what the 
person feels. Francesco Clemente

The head is what matters. The rest of the body plays the 
part of antennae—making life possible for people—and life 
itself is inside the skull. Alberto Giacometti

part ii: Choose seven (7) of your favorite contour 
line drawings, or make more if you cannot find seven 
you are happy with. Cut or rip these drawings up in 
some manner (how intentionally is your choice) and 
reassemble them into a single, larger, composite piece. 
Affix them to a larger piece (or pieces) of newsprint or 
paper of your choice. Your final size must be at least 24 
inches in one dimension (vertical or horizontal). ne
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